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Part 2
Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection Act

53-8-201 Short title.
          This part is known as the "Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection Act."

Enacted by Chapter 234, 1993 General Session

53-8-202 Definitions.
(1) The definitions in Section 41-6a-102 apply to this part.
(2) As used in this part, "council" means the Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection Advisory Council

created in Section 53-8-203.

Amended by Chapter 2, 2005 General Session

53-8-203 Council created -- Members -- Term -- Meetings -- Duties.
(1) There is created within the division the Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection Advisory Council.
(2)

(a) The council shall be composed of seven members.
(b) The commissioner shall appoint:

(i) one member from the general public with experience or interest in product safety or
consumer advocacy;

(ii) two representatives from motor vehicle mechanics and motor vehicle repair business
owners;

(iii) one member of the motoring public with no former or current affiliation with the motor
vehicle sales, repair, or fuel industry or its regulation;

(iv) one peace officer with experience in motor vehicle law enforcement;
(v) one representative of the commercial trucking industry; and
(vi) one representative of the staff of the attorney general who shall serve without voting

privileges.
(3) Each member of the council shall:

(a) be selected on a nonpartisan basis;
(b) be appointed by the commissioner; and
(c) have been a legal resident of the state for at least one year immediately preceding the date of

appointment.
(4)

(a) Except as required by Subsection (4)(b), as terms of current council members expire, the
commissioner shall appoint each new member or reappointed member to a four-year term.

(b) Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsection (4)(a), the commissioner shall, at the time of
appointment or reappointment, adjust the length of terms to ensure that the terms of council
members are staggered so that approximately half of the council is appointed every two
years.

(c) Members serve from the date of appointment until a replacement is appointed.
(5) When a vacancy occurs in the membership for any reason, the replacement shall be appointed

for the unexpired term.
(6) The council shall elect its own chair and vice-chair at its first regular meeting each calendar

year.
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(7) All meetings of the council shall be called by the superintendent of the highway patrol as
needed.

(8) Any three voting members constitute a quorum for the transaction of business that comes
before the council.

(9) A member may not receive compensation or benefits for the member's service, but may receive
per diem and travel expenses in accordance with:

(a) Section 63A-3-106;
(b) Section 63A-3-107; and
(c) rules made by the Division of Finance pursuant to Sections 63A-3-106 and 63A-3-107.

(10) The council shall:
(a) hear appeals of administrative actions regarding the suspension or revocation of safety

inspection station permits and safety inspector certificates;
(b) advise the division on interpretation, adoption, and implementation of motor vehicle safety

inspection standards; and
(c) advise the division on other motor vehicle safety inspection issues as requested by the

superintendent.
(11) In conducting appeal hearings on the suspension or revocation of any safety inspection

station permit or safety inspector certificate the council may:
(a) compel the attendance of witnesses by subpoena;
(b) require the production of any records or documents determined by it to be pertinent to the

subject matter of the hearing; and
(c) apply to the district court of the county where the hearing is held for an order citing any

applicant or witness for contempt and for failure to attend, testify, or produce required
documents.

Amended by Chapter 302, 2016 General Session

53-8-204 Division duties -- Official inspection stations -- Permits -- Fees -- Suspension or
revocation -- Utah-based interstate commercial motor carriers.
(1) The division shall:

(a) conduct examinations of every safety inspection station permit applicant and safety inspector
certificate applicant to determine whether the applicant is properly equipped and qualified to
make safety inspections;

(b) issue safety inspection station permits and safety inspector certificates to qualified applicants;
(c) establish application, renewal, and reapplication fees in accordance with Section 63J-1-504

for safety inspection station permits and safety inspector certificates;
(d) provide instructions and all necessary forms, including safety inspection certificates, to

safety inspection stations for the inspection of motor vehicles and the issuance of the safety
inspection certificates;

(e) investigate complaints regarding safety inspection stations and safety inspectors;
(f) compile and publish all applicable safety inspection laws, rules, instructions, and standards

and distribute them to all safety inspection stations and provide updates to the compiled laws,
rules, instructions, and standards as needed;

(g) establish a fee in accordance with Section 63J-1-504 to cover the cost of compiling and
publishing the safety inspection laws, rules, instructions, and standards and any updates; and

(h) assist the council in conducting its meetings and hearings.
(2)
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(a) Receipts from the fees established in accordance with Subsection (1)(g) are fixed collections
to be used by the division for the expenses of the Utah Highway Patrol incurred under
Subsection (1)(g).

(b) Funds received in excess of the expenses under Subsection (1)(g) shall be deposited in the
Transportation Fund.

(3) The division may:
(a) before issuing a safety inspection permit, require an applicant, other than a fleet station

or government station, to file a bond that will provide a guarantee that the applicant safety
inspection station will make compensation for any damage to a motor vehicle during an
inspection or adjustment due to negligence on the part of an applicant or the applicant's
employees;

(b) establish procedures governing the issuance of safety inspection certificates to Utah-based
interstate commercial motor carriers;

(c) suspend, revoke, or refuse renewal of any safety inspection station permit issued when the
division finds that the safety inspection station is not:

(i) properly equipped; or
(ii) complying with rules made by the division; and

(d) suspend, revoke, or refuse renewal of any safety inspection station permit or safety inspector
certificate issued when the station or inspector has violated any safety inspection law or rule.

(4) The division shall maintain a record of safety inspection station permits and safety inspector
certificates issued, suspended, revoked, or refused renewal under Subsection (3)(c).

(5) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the division shall
make rules:

(a) setting minimum standards covering the design, construction, condition, and operation of
motor vehicle equipment for safely operating a motor vehicle on the highway;

(b) establishing motor vehicle safety inspection procedures to ensure a motor vehicle can be
operated safely;

(c) establishing safety inspection station building, equipment, and personnel requirements
necessary to qualify to perform safety inspections;

(d) establishing age, training, examination, and renewal requirements to qualify for a safety
inspector certificate;

(e) establishing program guidelines for a school district that elects to implement a safety
inspection apprenticeship program for high school students;

(f) establishing requirements:
(i) designed to protect consumers from unwanted or unneeded repairs or adjustments;
(ii) for maintaining safety inspection records;
(iii) for providing reports to the division; and
(iv) for maintaining and protecting safety inspection certificates;

(g) establishing procedures for a motor vehicle that fails a safety inspection;
(h) setting bonding amounts for safety inspection stations if bonds are required under Subsection

(3)(a); and
(i) establishing procedures for a safety inspection station to follow if the station is going out of

business.
(6) The rules of the division:

(a) shall conform as nearly as practical to federal motor vehicle safety standards including 49
C.F.R. Parts 393, 396, 396 Appendix G, and Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 205;
and
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(b) may incorporate by reference, in whole or in part, the federal standards under Subsection
(6)(a) and nationally recognized and readily available standards and codes on motor vehicle
safety.

Amended by Chapter 356, 2012 General Session

53-8-205 Safety inspection required -- Frequency of safety inspection -- Safety inspection
certificate required -- Out-of-state permits.
(1)

(a) Except as provided in Subsection (1)(b), a person may not operate on a highway a motor
vehicle required to be registered in this state unless the motor vehicle has passed a safety
inspection if required in the current year.

(b) Subsection (1)(a) does not apply to:
(i) a vehicle that is exempt from registration under Section 41-1a-205;
(ii) an off-highway vehicle, unless the off-highway vehicle is being registered as a street-legal

all-terrain vehicle in accordance with Section 41-6a-1509;
(iii) a vintage vehicle as defined in Section 41-21-1;
(iv) a commercial vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating over 26,000 pounds that:

(A) is operating with an apportioned registration under Section 41-1a-301; and
(B) has a valid annual federal inspection that complies with the requirements of 49 C.F.R.

Sec. 396.17; and
(v) a trailer, semitrailer, or trailering equipment attached to a commercial motor vehicle

described in Subsection (1)(b)(iv) that has a valid annual federal inspection that complies
with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. Sec. 396.17.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (3), the frequency of the safety inspection shall be
determined based on the age of the vehicle determined by model year and shall:

(a) be required each year for a vehicle that is 10 or more years old on January 1; or
(b) for each vehicle that is less than 10 years old on January 1, be required in the fourth year and

the eighth year;
(c) be made by a safety inspector certified by the division at a safety inspection station authorized

by the division;
(d) cover an inspection of the motor vehicle mechanism, brakes, and equipment to ensure proper

adjustment and condition as required by department rules; and
(e) include an inspection for the display of license plates in accordance with Section 41-1a-404.

(3)
(a)

(i) A salvage vehicle as defined in Section 41-1a-1001 is required to pass a safety inspection
when an application is made for initial registration as a salvage vehicle.

(ii) After initial registration as a salvage vehicle, the frequency of the safety inspection shall
correspond with the model year, as provided in Subsection (2).

(b) Beginning on the date that the Motor Vehicle Division has implemented the Motor Vehicle
Division's GenTax system, a commercial vehicle as defined in Section 41-1a-102 with a
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds or more is required to pass a safety inspection
annually or comply with Subsection (1)(b)(iv)(B).

(4)
(a) A safety inspection station shall issue two safety inspection certificates to the owner of:

(i) each motor vehicle that passes a safety inspection under this section; and
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(ii) a street-legal all-terrain vehicle that meets all the equipment requirements in Section
41-6a-1509.

(b) A safety inspection station shall use one safety inspection certificate issued under this
Subsection (4) for processing the vehicle registration.

(c) A person operating a motor vehicle shall have in the person's immediate possession a safety
inspection certificate or other evidence of compliance with the requirement to obtain a safety
inspection under this section.

(5) The division may:
(a) authorize the acceptance in this state of a safety inspection certificate issued in another state

having a safety inspection law similar to this state; and
(b) extend the time within which a safety inspection certificate must be obtained by the resident

owner of a vehicle that was not in this state during the time a safety inspection was required.
(6) A violation of this section is an infraction.

Amended by Chapter 412, 2015 General Session

53-8-206 Safety inspection -- Station requirements -- Permits not transferable -- Certificate
of inspection -- Fees -- Unused certificates -- Suspension or revocation of permits.
(1) The safety inspection required under Section 53-8-205 may only be performed:

(a) by a person certified by the division as a safety inspector; and
(b) at a safety inspection station with a valid safety inspection station permit issued by the

division.
(2) A safety inspection station permit may not be assigned or transferred or used at any location

other than a designated location, and every safety inspection station permit shall be posted in a
conspicuous place at the location designated.

(3) If required by the division, a record and report shall be made of every safety inspection and
every safety inspection certificate issued.

(4) A safety inspection station holding a safety inspection station permit issued by the division may
charge a reasonable fee for labor in performing safety inspections, not to exceed:

(a) $7 or less for motorcycles and street-legal all-terrain vehicles;
(b) unless Subsection (4)(a) or (c) applies, $15 or less for motor vehicles; or
(c) $20 or less for 4-wheel drive, split axle, and any motor vehicles that necessitate disassembly

of front hub or removal of rear axle for inspection.
(5) A safety inspection station may return unused safety inspection certificates in a quantity of 10

or more and shall be reimbursed by the division for the cost of the safety inspection certificates.
(6)

(a) Upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation of a safety inspection station permit
and after the conclusion of any adjudicative proceedings upholding the suspension or
revocation, the safety inspection station permit holder shall immediately terminate all safety
inspection activities and return all safety inspection certificates and the safety inspection
station permit to the division.

(b) The division shall issue a receipt for all unused safety inspection certificates.

Amended by Chapter 429, 2015 General Session

53-8-207 Falsely representing to be official station or safety inspector.
(1) A person may not in any manner represent any place as a safety inspection station unless the

station is operating under a valid permit issued by the division.
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(2) A person may not issue a safety inspection certificate unless the person:
(a) is a safety inspector certified by the division;
(b) is operating under a valid safety inspection station permit issued by the division; and
(c) performs the safety inspection on the motor vehicle in compliance with Section 53-8-205.

(3) An unauthorized person may not knowingly possess safety inspection certificates.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 26, 1993 General Session
Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 234, 1993 General Session

53-8-208 Counterfeit certificates of inspection.
(1) A person may not make, issue, or knowingly use any imitation or counterfeit of a safety

inspection certificate.
(2) A person may not present or cause or permit to be presented any safety inspection certificate

knowing the certificate to be fictitious, issued for another motor vehicle, or issued without a
safety inspection having been made and passed.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 26, 1993 General Session
Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 234, 1993 General Session

53-8-209 Inspection by officers -- Certificate of inspection.
(1) A peace officer may stop, inspect, and test a vehicle at any time upon reasonable cause to

believe that:
(a) a vehicle is unsafe or not equipped as required by law; or
(b) that its equipment is not in proper adjustment or repair.

(2)
(a)

(i) If a vehicle is found to be in unsafe condition or any required part or equipment is not present
or is not in proper repair and adjustment, the officer shall give a written notice to the driver
and shall send a copy to the division.

(ii) The notice shall:
(A) require that the vehicle be placed in safe condition and its equipment in proper repair and

adjustment;
(B) specify the repairs and adjustments needed; and
(C) require that a safety inspection certificate be obtained within five days.

(b) If a vehicle is, in the reasonable judgment of the peace officer, hazardous to operate, the
peace officer may require that the vehicle:

(i) not be operated under its own power; or
(ii) be driven to the nearest garage or other place of safety.

(c)
(i) If the owner or driver does not comply with the notice requirements and secure a safety

inspection certificate  within five days, the vehicle may not be operated on the highways of
this state.

(ii) A violation of Subsection (2)(c)(i) is an infraction.

Amended by Chapter 303, 2016 General Session

53-8-210 Enforcement of inspection requirements.
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(1) A person operating a vehicle shall submit the vehicle to a safety inspection when required to do
so by a peace officer.

(2)
(a) An owner or driver, upon receiving a notice as provided in Section 53-8-209, shall within five

days secure a safety inspection certificate, which shall be issued in duplicate, one copy to be
retained by the owner or driver and the other copy to be forwarded to the  division.

(b) In lieu of compliance with this subsection, the vehicle may not be operated, except as
provided in Subsection (3).

(3)
(a) A person may not operate any vehicle after receiving a notice  from a peace officer that the

vehicle is in need of repair or adjustment, except that a peace officer may allow the vehicle to
be driven to the residence or place of business of the owner or driver or to the nearest garage
where repairs are available if driving the vehicle is not excessively dangerous.

(b) The vehicle may not be operated again on the highways until its equipment has been placed
in proper repair and adjustment and otherwise conforms to the requirements of this part and
Title 41, Chapter 6a, Traffic Code, and a safety inspection certificate is obtained as promptly
as possible.

(4) If repair or adjustment of any vehicle or its equipment is necessary, the owner of the vehicle
may obtain repair or adjustment at any place he may choose.

Amended by Chapter 348, 2016 General Session

53-8-211 Safety inspection of school buses and other vehicles.
(1)

(a) The Highway Patrol shall:
(i) perform safety inspections at least twice each school year on all school buses operated by

each school district and each private school in the state for the transportation of students,
except as otherwise provided in Subsection (1)(b); and

(ii) cause to be removed from the public highways any vehicle found to have mechanical or
other defects under Subsection (1)(a) endangering the safety of passengers and the public
until the defects have been corrected.

(b)
(i) A school district or private school may perform the safety inspections of a school bus that it

operates in accordance with rules made by the division under Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah
Administrative Rulemaking Act, and after consultation with the State Board of Education.

(ii) The rules under Subsection (1)(b)(i) shall include provisions for:
(A) maintaining school bus drivers' hours of service records;
(B) requiring school bus drivers to maintain vehicle condition reports;
(C) maintaining school bus maintenance and repair records; and
(D) validating that defects discovered during the inspection process have been corrected prior

to returning a school bus to service.
(iii)

(A) The division shall audit school bus safety operations of each school district and private
school performing inspections under Subsection (1)(b)(i) to ensure compliance with the
rules made under that subsection.

(B) The audit may include both a formal examination of the district's or school's inspection
records and a random physical inspection of buses that have been safety inspected by the
district or the school.
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(iv) A school district or school must have a comprehensive school bus maintenance plan
approved by the division in order to participate in the safety inspection program.

(v) A school district or private school may not operate any vehicle found to have mechanical or
other defects that would endanger the safety of passengers and the public until the defects
have been corrected.

(2) Motor vehicles operated by private schools or school districts, and not used for the
transportation of students, are subject to Section 53-8-205.

Amended by Chapter 382, 2008 General Session

53-8-211.5 School bus safety standards -- Exceptions.
(1) Beginning July 1, 2003, a school district or private school may not use a vehicle with a seating

capacity of 11 or more, including the driver, for the transportation of its students unless the
vehicle meets federal school bus safety standards under 49 U.S.C. Sec. 30101, et seq.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a vehicle operated by a common carrier, as defined in Section
59-12-102, if the common carrier is not exclusively engaged in the transportation of students.

Enacted by Chapter 154, 2001 General Session

53-8-212 Suspension of registration.
          The State Tax Commission shall suspend the registration of any vehicle the division determines

is in an unsafe condition or which after notice and demand is not equipped as required in this part
and Title 41, Motor Vehicles.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 234, 1993 General Session

53-8-213 Special function officer status for certain employees -- Retirement provisions.
(1) The commissioner may designate an employee of the Utah Highway Patrol Division as a

special function officer, as defined in Section 53-13-105, for the purpose of enforcing all laws
relating to vehicle parts and equipment, including the provisions of this part and Title 41,
Chapter 6a, Part 16, Vehicle Equipment.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 49-15-201, a special function officer designated under this section may
not become or be designated as a member of the Public Safety Retirement Systems.

Amended by Chapter 2, 2005 General Session


